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hopeful young gentleman than to the ambassadors of mighty
princes."

What happened at Sidney's interview with William
of Orange is not told us. That he made a strong im-
pression on the stadtholder appears from words spoken to
Fulke Greville after some years. Greville had been sent
as ambassador to the prince at Delft. Among other
things William bade him report to Queen Elizabeth his
opinion " that her Majesty had one of the ripest and
greatest counsellors of estate in Sir Philip Sidney that
at this day lived in Europe; to the trial of which he was
pleased to leave his own credit engaged until her Majesty
might please to employ this gentleman either amongst
her friends or enemies." Sidney's caution prevented his
friend from delivering this message to a sovereign notori-
ously jealous of foreign interference in her home affairs.

Philip was in London again in June, when he pre-
sented his respects to her Majesty at Greenwich. That
he had won credit by the discharge of his embassy
appears from a letter written by Mr. Secretary Walsing-
ham to Sir Henry Sidney soon after his arrival. " There
hath not been any gentleman, I am sure, these many
years, that hath gone through so honourable a charge
with as great commendations as he: in consideration
whereof I could not but communicate this part of my
joy with your Lordship, being no less a refreshing unto
me in these my troublesome businesses than the soil is
to the chafed stag." Henceforth we may regard our
hero as a courtier high in favour with the queen, esteemed
for his solid parts by the foremost statesmen of the realm,
in correspondence with the leaders of the Eeformed party
on the Continent, and surely marked out for some em- honour and renpuct to thin Drake, by explorers of thor, certain. The unknown
